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 Fairmont blocks punt, scores with 
13 seconds left to top Miamisburg 

Marc Pendelton     Dayton Daily News 

Sep 2018 Volume 2 
 Inside Issue 7 

 Garrett Baker envisioned himself one day being Fairmont’s quarterback. That 
changed when he was injured as a freshman. Something else changed, too. He was 
switched to defensive tackle. “It was very weird, but it’s worked out really good,” said 
Garrett, a gifted athlete who could play multiple positions for the Firebirds. “I like it a lot.” 
 The guy who would be QB made the greatest impact of his career at the end of 
Friday’s stunning 25-24 defeat of previously unbeaten Miamisburg in a Week 6 Greater 
Western Ohio Conference crossover matchup before a capacity crowd. 
 Baker’s deflection of a Colin Dillon punt deep in Miamisburg’s red zone with about 
75 seconds left was recovered by Fairmont senior Jonas Smith. Suddenly, Fairmont was in 
position at the Miamisburg 21-yard-line to do the improbable. And it did five plays later when 
senior Jesse Deglow bulled into the end zone with 13 ticks remaining for the winning 
touchdown.  
 That unlikely game-winning sequence made this an instant classic and further 
stamped Fairmont (5-1) a team of destiny. Three of its wins have come on their last 
offensive play in the final minute. “They’re going to remember this the rest of their lives,” 
Fairmont coach Dave Miller said. “They never quit and I just love it.” 
 The improbable win provided Fairmont a major boost in the Division I, Region 3 
computer rankings, vaulting the Firebirds ahead of unbeaten Springfield and into second 
behind defending D-I state champ Pickerington Central (6-0). Miamisburg (5-1) dropped to 
No. 7 in Region 3. Deglow led Fairmont with 125 yards rushing and had a 19-yard TD run 
early in the fourth quarter. Fairmont quarterback Braden Miller added 104 yards rushing and 
was the first to score with a 43-yard option dash midway through the 1st quarter.  
 Miamisburg senior quarterback Tate Vongsy completed 11 of 15 passes to five 
receivers for 161 yards. Jackson Myers and Dylan Wudke each had three catches. Jon 
Yerkins led the Vikings with 93 yards rushing and TD runs of 3 and 8 yards. Zion Lewis 
added 72 yards rushing.         
 “I thought our kids played well enough to win,” Miamisburg coach Steve Channell 
said. “When you get in a game like that, the smallest mistakes make the difference. In the 
big picture, we can’t let this deter us. We’re still a very good football team.” Awaiting 
Fairmont are other GWOC National East rivals Wayne (4-2), Centerville (0-6) and 
Springfield (6-0) in Weeks 8-10. If the Firebirds advance to the postseason for the second 
straight year, there’s always the possibility of a rematch with Miamisburg.   
 “The thing I’m most proud of is these guys just never quit,” Miller said. “Really, 
since last year, we’ve seen that. Their attitudes have turned around and they’re starting to 
believe in each other. The perseverance they show is just awesome.”  
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Firebird’s  Football Schedule 

TEAM OPPONENT DATE TIME 

Varsity West Carrollton Friday 10-05 7:00 PM 
Junior Varsity West Carrollton Saturday 10-06 10:00 AM 
Freshmen West Carrollton Saturday 10-06 12:00 PM 

LOCATION 

Roush Stadium 

Away 

Away 

8th Grade Springfield Wednesday 10-03 7:30 PM Away 

7th Grade Springfield Wednesday 10-03 6:00 PM Away 

Week 6 Results 

TEAM OPPONENT FIREBIRDS OPPONENT 

Varsity Miamisburg 25 24 
Junior Varsity Miamisburg 0 8 

Freshmen Miamisburg 14 14 

8th Grade Springfield 20 30 
7th Grade Springfield 8 16 
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 “Last week against Miamisburg was a classic win for our program. Miamisburg is the real deal, a very 
sound hard-nosed football team. For us to beat them on their home field on their homecoming was a major     
accomplishment for us.  I thought our kids really came to play and when things got a little tough they just kept 
after them ... they just never quit. That was the difference in the game.  
 
 I thought we played a really good first half. We had an interception that was erased on a roughing the 
passer penalty. Had that stood we would have had complete control of the game at half time. Instead we went in 
down 14-13 but we felt very positive about things as they stood. We came out in the third quarter and put our-
selves in a hole early because of a special teams bauble and a subsequent fumble that led to a Miamisburg TD to 
start the half. We then failed to convert a 4th and 3 situation in their territory, which led to a Miamisburg drive 
that ended in a FG. I typically don't like to single guys out because I believe everything is a team effort, but Ryan 
Hall made two huge plays on that drive that forced them to kick a FG instead of them scoring a TD that would 
have been very difficult to overcome.  
 
 An outstanding fourth quarter allowed us to overcome an eleven point deficit. We just kept playing hard 
and came up with enough plays to take the lead with 13 seconds left in the game, which really did not allow them 
enough time for them to get into FG range and win with a kick. It was a great team win! One of the most enjoya-
ble moments I've had as a player or coach.  
 
 West Carrollton has the GWOC leading QB in passing and has lost some close ball games. They have  
really improved from last year. Our goal for this week is to just keep getting better. If we can focus on correcting 
our mistakes and becoming more consistent in our day to day effort, I think we have a pretty good chance to do 
well this Friday and beyond."    

     

  

Inside the Huddle 

Coach Miller 
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Miamisburg  Action 
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West Carrollton Preview 
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 Firebird Nation 
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Miamisburg - Fairmont Statistics 
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Drive Chart F F 
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Offensive Stats 
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Defensive Stats 



www.elksfootball.com/qbclub Page 11 Volume 1 www.firebirdathletics.com 

     
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kicking Statistics  
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Scoring Summary 
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2018 Road to the Playoffs 
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NEWSLETTER 
The Fairmont Firebirds football newsletter is published weekly.  The goal 
is an attempt to capture all of  the excitement of  Friday Night Lights. This 

newsletter could not be published without a great team of  people.  The 
members are listed below and we thank them for their efforts! 

STATISTICS PROVIDED:  

Patrick Bretelson 
Kevin Shackleford 

www.firebirdathletics.com 

Firebird Newsletter Publisher 
 Jim Ehrensberger 

Any questions or comments please contact Jim 
jehrensberger@att.net 

 PHOTOGRAPHY PROVIDED  

Gene Peters  

  FOOTBALL SUPPORT: 

Dave Miller 
Jim & Cathy Siewe 

 GRAPHICS PROVIDED BY: 

George Reinke 
 WEBSITE UPLOAD: 

Frank Baxter 

ADMINISTRATION SUPPORT: 

Sondra Whaley 
Chris Weaver 


